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Granta names 'best young Spanish-

language novelists'

Extending its celebrated selections of rising literary stars into the
Spanish-speaking world, journal tips 22 young authors for the
future

Alison Flood
guardian.co.uk, Friday 1 October 2010 12.56 BST
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Detail from the cover of Granta's Best Young Spanish-Language Novelists edition

The future Ian McEwans and Salman Rushdies of the Spanish-language literary world
have been named by Granta magazine in a list of the best young Spanish-language
authors writing today.

From Argentinian author Federico Falco to Chilean poet and novelist Alejandro Zambra
and Spain’s Pablo Gutiérrez, the literary magazine unveiled the 22 writers to make it
into its list of the best of young Spanish-language novelists in Madrid this morning.
Running since 1983, when the literary magazine included Julian Barnes, Martin Amis,
McEwan and Rushdie in its list of the best of young British novelists, Granta's "best of
young novelists" series has tipped a host of future writers for stardom, from Edwidge
Danticat to Jonathan Franzen, but has never looked outside America and the UK before.

A panel of judges including acclaimed Argentinian film director and writer Edgardo
Cozarinsky, award-winning novelist Francisco Goldman and journalist Isabel Hilton,
along with the Spanish edition of Granta's editors Aurelio Major and Valerie Miles,
chose the Spanish-language writers, who also include Peruvian short story writer Carlos
Yushimito del Valle, currently finishing his first novel, and Argentinian poet and short
story writer Matfas Néspolo, whose first novel, Siete maneras de matar a un gato (Seven
Ways to Kill a Cat), is due out in English from Harvill Secker.

"From Borges to Bolano, the Spanish language has given us some of the most beloved
writers of the 2o0th and 21st centuries,” said Granta. "But as the reach of Spanish-
language culture extends far beyond Spain and Latin America, and the US tilts towards
a majority Hispanic population, it is time to ask who is next in this exciting tradition.”

Granta said that fiction from the 22 authors, which will feature in the new editions of
Granta and Granta en espaiiol next month, would give readers "an unprecedented
insight into the world of Spanish letters". Of the writers selected, eight come from
Argentina, six from Spain, two each from Peru and Chile, and one from Mexico,
Colombia, Bolivia and Uruguay. Five of the 22 writers are female.

Granta's best of young Spanish novelists:

Carlos Yushimito del Valle
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Matias Néspolo
Alberto Olmos
Antonio Ortufio
Andrés Felipe Solano
Santiago Roneagliolo
Elvira Navarro
Andrés Neuman
Patricio Pron

Carlos Labbé
Oliverio Coelho
Rodrigo Hasbtin
Sonia Hernandez
Andrés Ressia Colino
Samanta Schweblin
Pola Oloixarac
Javier Montes
Federico Falco
Pablo Gutiérrez
Andrés Barba
Alejandro Zambra

Lucia Puenzo
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